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Those who hold these views little know that their attitude con-
stitutes a fraud upon the world. Our pledge requires that whilst
we are under it we believe in the efficacy of non-violence for the
quickest attainment of our goal. Each one of us is under a sacred
obligation to cancel the pledge as soon as he believes that swaraj
is unattainable by non-violence or except by violence. Non-violence
is a creed while it lasts. It is an expedient because it is an ex-
periment. But whilst we are under the pledge we are not only
bound to believe in and observe non-violence but we are equally
bound to persuade others to be non-violent and condemn those
who do violence. I am more than ever convinced that we have
not reached our goal because even we who have subscribed
to the Congress creed have not all remained non-violent in word
and deed nor endeavoured to be non-violent in thought or
intent.

ToUng India, 5-1-1922

65.    THE IMMEDIATE ISSUE
Swaraj, the Khilafat, the Punjab occupy a subordinate place
to the issue sprung upon the country by the Government. We
must first make good the right of free speech and free association
before we can make any further progress towards our goal. The
Government would kill us if they could by a flank attack. To
accept defeat in the matter of free speech and free association is
to court disaster. If the Government is allowed to destroy non-
violent activities in the country, however dangerous they may be
to its existence, even the Moderates' work must come to a stand-
still. In the general interest, therefore, we must defend these ele-
mentary rights with our lives. We cannot be coerced into wel-
coming the Prince nor can we be coerced into disbanding volunteer
associations or giving up any other activities which we may deem
desirable for our growth.
The safest and the quickest way to defend these rights is to
ignore the restriction. We must speak the Truth under a shower
of bullets. We must band together in the face of bayonets. No
cost is too great for purchasing these fundamental rights. And on
this there can be no compromise, no parleying, no conference.
Withdrawal of notifications of disbandment and prohibition orders
and discharge of all who are imprisoned for non-violent activities
must precede any conference or settlement. We must be content
to die, if we cannot live as free men and women.